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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 70.20a 

calibration or reference sources con-
taining plutonium. 

[29 FR 5884, May 5, 1964, as amended at 32 FR 
8124, June 7, 1967; 38 FR 22221, Aug. 17, 1973; 
40 FR 8792, Mar. 3, 1975; 42 FR 28896, June 6, 
1977; 43 FR 6924, Feb. 17, 1978; 48 FR 32329, 
July 15, 1983; 56 FR 40769, Aug. 16, 1991; 57 FR 
33428, July 29, 1992; 67 FR 78142, Dec. 23, 2002; 
72 FR 35145, June 27, 2007] 

§ 70.20 General license to own special 
nuclear material. 

A general license is hereby issued to 
receive title to and own special nuclear 
material without regard to quantity. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this chapter, a general licensee under 
this section is not authorized to ac-
quire, deliver, receive, possess, use, 
transfer, import, or export special nu-
clear material, except as authorized in 
a specific license. 

[33 FR 9810, July 9, 1968] 

§ 70.20a General license to possess spe-
cial nuclear material for transport. 

(a) A general license is issued to any 
person to possess formula quantities of 
strategic special nuclear material of 
the types and quantities subject to the 
requirements of §§ 73.20, 73.25, 73.26 and 
73.27 of this chapter, and irradiated re-
actor fuel containing material of the 
types and quantities subject to the re-
quirements of § 73.37 of this chapter, in 
the regular course of carriage for an-
other or storage incident. Carriers gen-
erally licensed under § 70.20b are ex-
empt from the requirements of this 
section. Carriers of irradiated reactor 
fuel for the United States Department 
of Energy are also exempt from the re-
quirements of this section. The general 
license is subject to the applicable pro-
visions of §§ 70.7 (a) through (e), 70.32 (a) 
and (b), and §§ 70.42, 70.52, 70.55, 70.91, 
70.81, 70.82 and 10 CFR 74.11. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this chapter, the general license 
issued under this section does not au-
thorize any person to conduct any ac-
tivity that would be authorized by a li-
cense issued pursuant to parts 30 
through 36, 39, 40, 50, 72, 110, or other 
sections of this part. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this chapter, the duties of a 
general licensee under this section 
while in possession of formula quan-
tities of strategic special nuclear mate-
rial or irradiated reactor fuel in the 
regular course of carriage for another 
or storage incident thereto shall be 
limited to providing for the physical 
protection of such material against 
theft or sabotage. Unless otherwise 
provided by this section, a general li-
cense under this section is not subject 
to the requirements of parts 19, 20, 70 
and 73. 

(d) Any person who possesses formula 
quantities of strategic special nuclear 
material under this general license: 

(1) Shall have submitted and received 
approval of a transportation security 
plan. The security plan shall outline 
the procedures that will be used to 
meet the requirements of §§ 73.20, 73.25, 
73.26, 73.27 and 73.70(g) of this chapter 
including a plan for the selection, qual-
ification, and training of armed es-
corts, or the specification and design of 
a specially designed truck or trailer as 
appropriate. 

(2) Shall assure that the transpor-
tation is in accordance with the appli-
cable physical protection requirements 
of §§ 73.20, 73.25, 73.26, 73.27 and 73.70(g) 
of this chapter and the applicable ap-
proved transportation security plan. 

(3) Shall be subject to part 26 and 
§ 73.80 of this chapter. 

(e) Any person who possesses irradi-
ated reactor fuel under this general li-
cense shall: 

(1) Assure or receive certification 
from the shipper that the transpor-
tation is in accordance with the appli-
cable physical protection requirements 
of § 73.37 of this chapter; and 

(2) Comply with the reporting re-
quirements of § 73.71 of this chapter. 

[44 FR 26851, May 8, 1979, as amended at 44 
FR 68186, Nov. 28, 1979; 46 FR 12696, Feb. 18, 
1981; 47 FR 30458, July 14, 1982; 53 FR 31682, 
Aug. 19, 1988; 58 FR 7737, Feb. 9, 1993; 58 FR 
31471, June 3, 1993; 67 FR 78142, Dec. 23, 2002; 
72 FR 35145, June 27, 2007] 
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